Reunion planned in Big Island 


Old high school to live again 


By ELIZABETH DANIEL 
Staff Writer 


BIG ISLAND — Since the early 1930s, the red brick 
schoolhouse just off the main drag here has been con- 
sidered the hub of the community. Now an elementary 
school, the building was once Big Island High School. 

And Dot Reynolds Saari is determined to recall that 
high school’s spirit, if only for an evening. 

Mrs. Saari, a 1955 graduate, is trying to pull togeth- 
er the surviving graduates of Big Island High School for 
an “all-school reunion” this summer. 

“Tt's amazing how great the response has been. 
People are really hepped up to come back and see the 
school,” said Mrs. Saari, who now works for Owens-Ili- 
nois in Jasper, Texas. 

From 1931 until 1964, the school served as the com- 
munity’s high school, and today it is Big Island Elemen- 
tary. 

“Everything that happened here was done in the 
high school gym,” Mrs. Saari said. “I thought about 
having the banquet catered there but it’s too small.” 

Mrs. Saari, who is in Big Island this week visiting 
her mother, came up with the idea after attending a 
50th anniversary celebration at her husband's high 


school in Minnesota. ‘ 
“T had so much fun there I thought it would be 


great to do something like that for the village. I thought 
it would be something neat.” 

Graduates of Big Island High School have spreaq 
across the country to California, Pennsylvania, Louisia. 
na — and of course Big Island. 

“Those that are farther away seem a little more 
excited. I guess those who live around here see the 
school every day,”’ she said. 

She and a representative from each class are trying 
to track down the graduates and get out invitations, 


“The records only go back to 1933, and we'd like to 


contact everybody,” Mrs. Saari said. 
She estimates she'll reach about 500 of the school’s 


graduates. 
The reunion is tentatively planned for Aug. 3, she 


said. 
Mrs. Saari hopes to include an open house at the 


school where each graduating class will be responsible 
for some kind of display. 

“There are generations of people who have worked 
here and gone to school here, and it will be great to get 
some of them back together.” 
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Dot Reynolds Saari is trying to reunite Big Island High School classes of 1931 to 1964 
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